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STEP 1 / PASO 1
Click "translate", located in the
box on the upper right corner of
your screen.

STEP 2 / PASO 2
Select a language from the
dropdown menu.

STEP 3 / PASO 3
Click close. You should now be
able to view the newsletter in
the language you selected.

Upcoming Events
Monday, September 5th 

No School - Labor Day
Thursday, September 8th

Board of Education Meeting at 7:00 PM
Friday, September 9th

No School for Preschool- AM Parent Participation Day
Monday, September 26th

No School - Rosh Hashanah

TRANSLATE NEWSLETTER / TRADUCE BOLETÍN
Click here to see how to translate this newsletter into many languages including: Arabic,
Bengali, Bulgarian, Chinese, Greek, Gujarati, Malayalam, Polish, Spanish, Urdu and many more!
You can �nd other languages in the drop-down box.
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Wednesday, September 28th
Fall Picture Day

Wednesday, October 5th
No School - Yom Kippur

Thursday, October 6th
Board of Education Meeting at 7:00 PM

Monday, October 10th
No School - Indigenous Peoples Day

Friday, October 14th
No School for Preschool - AM Parent Participation Day

School Hours
AM

8:40 AM - School begins
11:10 AM - School ends

PM
12:15 PM - School begins
2:45 PM - School ends

Dear Preschool Families,
 
It's been a great start to the beginning of the school year. Looking
forward to seeing what the rest of the school year will bring! 
 
Chromebooks will be distributed to new First Steps families at
the �rst Parent Participation Event on the morning of Friday,
September 9th. Students DO NOT have school this day. Join us
for our "Coffee, Crackers, and Chromebooks" event from 9:00-
10:30am at the Early Learning Center. Please enter the building at
Door #2. Students can play on the playground while parents stop
by some of the tables in the gym to learn about topics such as:
 

Logging in to your student chromebook
Apps that are available (i.e. Seesaw, Google Classroom)
How to enter you absence into the Parent Portal

 
If you are a returning preschool family, feel free to bring your chromebook with you to use in
the gym if needed.
 
Here is our 2022-2023 school year calendar for your reference. Thank you all for your
continued partnership and support!
 
Sincerely,
Barb Golik
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Principal

Greetings from the Imagination
Station!
My name is Mrs. Christine Douglass and I am the Library Clerk
for the Imagination Station or as I love to call it our beautiful
library. Next week your child will start checking out a book. One
book will come home every week! Books must come back to school each week in order for
students to check out a new book the following week. If a book is not returned, your child will
not be able to get a new one the following week. Some things to remember to keep the books
looking new:

Make sure your hands are clean.
Do not eat or drink while you read the book.
Put a note in the book if there is any damage so that we can repair or clean it right away.

We hope you enjoy reading these new books with your child!
 
Thank you,
Mrs. Douglass

REPORTING ABSENCES
If your child has to miss school due to illness or any other
reason, please submit via the Parent Portal.
 
How to use the Parent Portal to report your child’s absence:

All absences must be submitted on the morning of the day
your child will miss school - NOT the night before. Once you log into the Portal, you’ll
choose your child’s name and navigate to a list of online forms. Select and complete the
“Absence Form,” and then submit.
Review detailed, step-by-step instructions. 
You can �nd these instructions at any time on our website: www.emsd63.org/attendance.
Questions? Contact the Early Learning Center main o�ce at 847-827-4165

 
Tardy Students: If your child is late to school, please bring him/her to the main o�ce (Door
#1).

Notes from the Nurse
The school year is off to a great start. Parents who play an active role in their child’s
education make a huge difference in their success. Here are some things you can do to help
your child:
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Get the child to bed on time. During the summer, children
aren’t always on a schedule. Proper rest is essential for a
healthy productive school year. Help your child get used to
the back to school routine.
Provide healthy meals. Hungry kids can’t concentrate on
learning, so good nutrition plays an important role in your
child’s school performance.
Take your child to the doctor for grade required
immunizations and physicals. A visit to an eye doctor is also
a good idea.
Read together. Read with your child for 20 minutes every day. Reading lets you and your
child explore new worlds of fun and adventure together.
Communicate with the teacher and the school. Get acquainted with the classroom
teacher and school nurse. Let the nurse know if there are any medical changes during the
school year.
Make sure the information tag is on your child’s backpack.
Always keep the school updated when contact information changes. Changes to
workplace, name, cellular phone or home phone numbers should be reported to the
school o�ce as soon as possible.
If your child will be absent from school, submit an absence form through your parent
portal in PowerSchool. (see instructions in this newsletter). Emails to teachers and calls
to the school o�ce are no longer preferred.
Please do not give messages for school to the school bus drivers. Call the school o�ce.

 
If you need to contact me, please email me (Leslie White) at lwhite@emsd63.org or call 847-
493-8573. I am looking forward to a great school year.

Shield Testing Update
This school year, D63 will offer optional unobserved SHIELD
testing for students. This means that students can take the
test at home and return it for processing. At this time we are
waiting for �nal data from SHIELD and hope to begin our testing program as soon as
possible. Once the program begins:

Test samples will be picked up on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Samples must be in
your school’s collection bin no later than 9 a.m. on those days.
Results will be available in 24-48 hours; as was the case last year, no news is good
news: the school will contact you if the test is positive.
If you would like your child to participate, contact your school nurse.

Optional testing began the week of August 29th. As always, thank you for your continued
�exibility and support. We look forward to a safe and successful school year!
For more information on SHIELD testing, please click here.

Health & Safety Information from District 63
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There are some changes to our COVID-19 guidelines. As of
August 2022, close contacts who do not have symptoms -
regardless of vaccination status - will no longer be excluded from
school. If your student has been exposed to COVID-19, the Illinois
Department of Public Health recommends wearing a high-quality
mask for ten days, monitoring closely for symptoms, and getting
tested on day �ve after exposure. In the event that your student develops symptoms after an
exposure, please keep them home and contact the school nurse. Please take a moment to
review all of our COVID-19 exclusion guidelines.
 
Please view the district's website for more information on COVID-19 health and safety
protocols. Continue to check this website as it is updated consistently throughout the year.
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to the Early Learning Center Main O�ce or School
Nurse with any questions.

School Safety
The safety of our students and staff is a top priority at the Early
Learning Center and throughout District 63. While recent events
sometimes make us feel that no safety measure would ever be
adequate, our school works closely with Cook County police to
assess, evaluate, and develop safety and security measures.
 
Procedures are in place that limit access to all schools in District 63. All visitors must be
buzzed in and go through a security screening before gaining access to the rest of the school.
Other safety measures include:

Security cameras at all buildings
Law enforcement, emergency preparedness, and lockdown drills
Emergency noti�cation systems in each school that enable quick noti�cation of �rst
responders, staff, and administrators.
A technology �ltering system that �ags student content on school devices that might be
of concern.
Social emotional safeguards

 
Thank you for your partnership in helping keep all of our students and staff members safe. If
you have any questions or would like additional information, please don't hesitate to reach out
to Principal Golik.

School Mental Health Day
As a District, we are deeply invested in the health and well-being of all of our students. Last
year, Governor Pritzker signed into law a bill that allows children to take �ve excused school
absences to support mental health. As with all excused absences, a note is not required to
return to school and the student can work with their teacher to determine what work needs to
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be made up, as well as a reasonable timeframe to make up
missed homework and classwork assignments.
 
This law also requires schools to consider having a school
mental health staff member, such as a school social worker or
psychologist, contact the family to see if additional support is
needed by the student or family after two mental health days are
utilized by a student.
 
When you report your child’s absence, please notify the school secretary or nurse that the
absence is for a mental health day. If your child or family is in need of additional support or
counseling, or if you need assistance in getting your child to school, please contact me
bgolik@emsd63.org or our social worker, Bari Kaplan - bkaplan@emsd63.org so that we may
assist in providing the resources needed. 

Family Resource Center - Fall
Programs
The District 63 Family Resource Center has many fall programs
that are available starting next week and open to our entire D63
community! You can check out those programs here.
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